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Public questions new Overlay district plans
Danielle Perlin, Staff Writer

On June 4, more than 45 
community members gath-
ered at the Winnetka Village 
Hall for a special public hear-
ing to address the issue of the 
Overlay district in Winnetka. 

Addressing the public, 
Commissioner Bill Krucks 
said, “We ask each and ev-
ery one of you for your help 
in this regard ... the question 
of what uses we desire for the 
property in the commercial 
district of the village. Your 
views are exceedingly impor-
tant to us. 

“Speaking for myself, we 
don’t have any preconceived 
notions of what ought to be 
or what should be or how 
to get there. We have to rely 
upon you as members of the 
business community to give 
us your experiences and your 
advice.” 

Director of Commu-
nity Development Mike 

D’Onofrio first spoke from 
a PowerPoint handout, de-
scribing the Overlay district 
and why it was created.

The intent was to “preserve 
the retail character of the busi-
ness districts,” the PowerPoint 
explained, further describing 
how the Overlay works. “If 
a property is located within 
the C-2 overlay district, the 
first 50 feet of the first floor 
of [the] building is limited to 
retail or retail-conducive busi-
nesses, as outlined by the zon-
ing ordinance.” 

Uses permitted by right, un-
der the “retail” definition, in-
clude restaurants, retail stores, 
clothing and shoe stores, drug 
stores, book stores and more. 
Uses that require a Special 
Use Permit under the “non-re-
tail” category include banks, 
fitness studios, educational 
therapy, medical offices, 
schools and more. 

A number of changes by the 
Village are being proposed, all 

of which are meant to decrease 
the amount of vacant store-
fronts in Winnetka. Proposed 
changes in Hubbard Woods 
include removing 1043-1049 
Tower Road and 1046-1062 
Gage St. from the Over-
lay district, while proposed 
changes in West Elm include 
removing 809-821 and 810 
Chestnut Court as well as 844 
Spruce St. and 566 Chestnut 
St. Changes proposed in East 
Elm include the removal of 
511-515 Lincoln Ave. and 
554-572 Lincoln Ave. 

Most of the public who 
commented on these po-
tential changes questioned 
whether or not this is the 
right path for change in Win-
netka’s Overlay district.

Glencoe resident Celeste 
Robbins has had her business 
in Hubbard Woods for the 
past six years and hopes to 
see growth in the area.

“[I’m] hoping to ... see [the 
area] improve from where it is 

now, and I guess everybody’s 
question is what’s the right 
way to get there,” Robbins 
said. “I feel like the fabric of 
the downtown is suggesting 
some type of change, but I 
would just be cautious with 
moving too quickly, and may-
be there could be a middle 
path in terms of choosing one 
or two of the areas of the five 
you identified and see how 
that works.”

Winnetka resident and ar-
chitect Gary Franks’ business, 
H. Gary Franks Architects, is 
also located in Winnetka.

“Rents seem to be reason-
able compared to Glencoe, 
but they’re also very, very 
expensive ... seems like the 
landlords would rather leave 
their businesses vacant than 
they are to rent them,” Frank 
said. “The permit process is a 
very laborious process. May-
be there could be some sort 
of incentives that the Village 
can provide retailers, maybe 

there’s a permit fee reduction 
for them.”

Village Toy Shop co-own-
er Patricia Berwanger, who 
has been a Winnetka resident 
for 45 years, wishes “there 
were a way the Village could 
encourage and seek out new 
retail.”

“I have seen our real-estate 
taxes go up; I worry if there 
are more service businesses 
brought to Winnetka, where 
are my taxes going?” asked 
Berwanger. 

Katie Cory, owner of Skän-
dal in Winnetka, said on Aug. 
1, her store will have been 
opened for two years and is 
23 percent up in sales; she 
just launched her online store 
component five weeks ago.

“The shoppers are out 
there. We’re being sup-
ported; it’s very exciting for 
us,” Cory said. “It has been a 
learning process, and it took 
us five and a half months to 
negotiate our lease with our 

fantastic landlord. The Vil-
lage of Winnetka streamlined 
our blue print process … and 
made it very, very easy for 
Skändal to open up.”

Cory spoke with her archi-
tect on June 4, Jean Dufresne 
of Space Architects, in order 
to attain more ideas for the 
Village.

“One of the things that was 
a huge concern, he called it 
window glazing. ... It’s critical 
to a vibrant retail space that 
you do not have blank win-
dow spaces,” Cory said. “One 
of [Dufresne’s] suggestions is 
the service-based businesses 
should be around the corner.”

“The Internet has changed 
everything, but nothing 
about the art of retail has 
changed,” Kory added. “We 
need to shop together, play 
together, and communicate 
together in a community, 
and if everything’s done on 
the Internet, that’s not pos-
sible. It’s isolating.”

Van Booy discusses novel with community
alan P. Henry, Staff Writer

The Winnetka-Northfield Pub-
lic Library’s One Book Two Vil-
lages program featuring Simon 
Van Booy’s novel “The Illusion of 
Separateness” culminated last Fri-
day, June 6, with a well-attended 
appearance by the award-winning 
author, during which he described 
how a book comes together in 
much the same way a house is 
built. 

“For a lot of the time what you 
are looking at doesn’t really resem-
ble anything,” Van Booy told more 
than 100 devotees at an author re-
ception, lecture and book signing at 
the Winnetka Community House. 
“There are tools everywhere and 
sawdust and things that have been 
cut off and discarded, and then by 
the end of the process, you sand 
everything down and you paint and 
then you present it as though it was 

just written from start to finish.”
The program, begun in February, 

included discussions of Van Booy’s 
book at the library, The Book Stall 
and the North Shore Senior Center. 
The book has been checked out by 
900 people during that time, and 
has been the top seller at the Book 
Stall. He also led a book discussion 
at a sold out luncheon on Saturday, 
June 7.

“The Illusion of Separateness” 
tells the story of how one man’s 
act of mercy during World War II 
changed the lives of strangers, and 
how they each discover the truth of 
their connection. Whether they are 
pursued by Nazi soldiers, old age, 
shame, deformity, disease or regret, 
the characters discover in their mo-
ments of fear and isolation that they 
have never been alone, and that ev-
ery human being is a link in an un-
seen chain.

“What I am learning is that may-

be one of the reasons the book res-
onated is because hopefully people 
really do feel more connected to 
people who are not necessarily in 
their social circles,” Van Booy said.

“It is a great story that just brings 
the community together,” said li-
brary Director Rebecca Wolf. “It 
talks about how your one act of 
compassion can affect people you 
don’t even know. That really is the 
brilliance of the book.”

Shauna Porteus, head of Adult 
Services who coordinated the 
event, said Van Booy’s book has 
met with near-unanimous praise by 
readers.

“As someone who leads books 
clubs regularly, you can take the 
most popular title, the one that has 
won all the awards, and half the 
group will hate it and half will love 
it. Consistently, everyone has loved 
his book. It is very rare,” she said.

Van Booy’s writing style and 

prose clearly resonate with readers, 
Porteus said.

“He writes just like a poet. And I 
have had so many people re-quote 
his lines back to us and have these 
lengthy discussions, so for some 
reason they have touched a lot of 
people in different ways.”

This is the 11th year of the 
One Book Two Villages program, 
which began with a grant from 
the Illinois State Library and has 
gained popularity ever since. Other 
books have included “The Help” 
by Kathryn Stockett and “Water 
For Elephants” by Sara Gruen.

“It really brings people together, 
to talk about issues together, to talk 
about literature and how important 
it is,” said Jane Levine, who has 
been integral to the program from 
its inception. “It is a very worth-
while thing the library does every 
year to connect people with au-
thors, and there is something spe-

cial about not just having a book 
discussion, but to hear about a 
book from an author, and their own 
perspective about their writing.”

Author Simon Van Booy mingles 
with the Winnetka and Northfield 
community at the One Book 
Two Villages event Friday, June 
6, at the Winnetka Community 
House.  mary hasTings/winneTka-
norThfield PubliC library
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