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HP junior high students look ahead to HPHS
HP middle schools 

host graduation 

ceremonies

Danielle Perlin, Staff Writer

Fourteen-year-old Daniel 
Kravitz, who is “really in-
terested in technology,” will 
be joining the Highland Park 
High School robotics team 
in the fall. Kravitz, along 
with his 199 classmates, 
graduated from Edgewood 
Middle School on June 2. 

Elm Place School’s gradu-
ation, along with Northwood 
Junior High School’s com-
mencement, also took place 
on June 2 in the HPHS au-
ditorium.

“I’m excited to meet a lot of 
new friends in high school,” 
Kravitz said, “[but] I’m go-
ing to miss all the teachers 
and all the connections I’ve 
built [at Edgewood].”

A fellow Edgewood grad-
uate, 14-year-ld Maya Ben-
Dror, also expressed excite-
ment in making new friends.

“I’m excited to ... find 
new opportunities, because 
[HPHS] is a bigger school,” 
Ben-Dror said. “There are 
so many art programs [at 
HPHS] that I love, like sing-
ing, dance, theatre and paint-
ing ... so that’s exciting.”

Fourteen-year-old Devin 
Davidson, who was one of 
over 120 graduates of Elm 
Place School, said she wants 
to try out for the HPHS’s 
tennis and softball teams. 

“I’m looking forward to 
starting a new period of my 
life and starting to explore 
more activities and more 
sports,” Davidson said. “I’m 
going to miss the teachers 
and especially the friends 
I met. I know I’ll see them 
next year, but I won’t be as 
close with them as I was the 
past three years. It was a 
little sad that we graduated, 
but [it’s] also a happy thing.”

During the Elm Place 

School graduation, one 
of the graduates, Hayden 
Katz, recited a poem about 
his class’s experience at 
the school.

“We entered sixth grade 
with some fear — advisory, 
gym uniforms and lockers 
that were not always near ... 
we took the constitution test, 

which was not a myth; if you 
ask me how that class was, I 
plead the fifth,” recited Katz. 
“All of [the teachers and 
administrators] have given 

us wisdom and knowledge, 
which will ultimately get 
us into college. The three 
years at Elm Place surely did 
fly; sadly, now it’s time to 

say goodbye. There’s much 
excitement in the years to 
come, and Elm Place has 
given us the tools to get 

Nina Escobar (left) and Edgewood teacher Shari Schachter 
(right) congratulate 2014 Edgewood Graduate Ben 
Sipowicz. 

Mimi Isabel Klee (left) and Denise Maldia share a smile 
after their eighth-grade graduation ceremony on June 2 at 
Highland Park High School

Ben Kaplan (right) receives his eighth-grade diploma from 
school board members Bruce Hyman (left) and Yumi Ross. 

Hannah Leibson, 2010 Edgewood graduate and 2014 Highland Park High School graduate, 
speaks to Edgewood students about the road that lies ahead of them in high school. 
phoTos by Jamie bradley/22nd CenTury media
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things done.”
Another Elm Place School 

graduate, 14-year-old Mia 
Kravitz, brought along sev-
eral family members to the 
graduation, including her 
94-year-old great-grand-
mother, Belle Kravitz.

“Honestly, walking on 
stage, I found myself cry-
ing ... [the teachers] are like 
mothers to me now, so [I’ll 
miss] them,” she said. “It’s 
really hard, definitely bit-
tersweet. I’m so emotional 
because I feel so blessed to 
have gone to Elm Place. I’m 
really excited to meet new 
teachers [at HPHS] and [am] 
starting swimming.”

Fourteen-year-old Kelly 
Corona, who graduated from 
Northwood Junior High 
School, will also be joining 
the HPHS swim team. 

“[I’ll] definitely [miss] the 
teachers, because [North-
wood] is like one big, giant 

family,” said Corona, who 
graduated with over 130 
classmates. “I’m kind of ex-
cited, but I feel a little anx-
ious about the future.”

Corona’s fellow graduate, 
14-year-old Clyde Jennings, 
said Northwood “feels like 
a community,” and he is 
“looking forward to how big 
[HPHS] is and all the oppor-
tunities.”

“There are so many clubs, 
activities and sports ... I’m 
also excited to start doing 
track and field,” Jennings 
said, noting that he partici-
pated in the sport for two 
years at Northwood.

Thirteen-year-old Meken-
zie Pruitt’s dad is in the mili-
tary, and she has attended 
eight or nine other schools 
nationwide and in Japan. 
She spent a year and a half at 
Northwood and graduated, 
and plans to stay in Highland 
Park for high school.

“The previous school that 
I went to, I knew everything, 
so I was constantly getting 
A’s, [but] here [at North-
wood], I feel like I was more 
challenged, and I really like 
that,” Pruitt said. “I’m re-
ally excited ... just [about] 
the high school experience, 
dances and activities.”

“Honestly, walking on stage, I 
found myself crying ... [the teach-
ers] are like mothers to me now, so 
[I’ll miss] them.”
Mia Kravitz — Elm Place graduate on her feelings 
after her June 2 graduation ceremony
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LEFT: Graduate Mia Kravitz (left) poses for a photo with her great-grandmother, Belle, and 
sister, Alanis, after the graduation. MIDDLE: Hayden Parker Katz delivers the “Appreciation 
and Thanks by the Class of 2014” speech on June 2 at Highland Park High School. 
RIGHT: Principal Richard Schroeder speaks to Elm Place graduates. 

Prior to the start of graduation, (left to right) Molly Mesinger, Jordana Goldstein, Halle 
Charrlin, Cameron Stewart, Geneive McEvers-Newquist and Gillian Cari take in the 
moment. phoTos by dave kraus/22nd CenTury media

ABOVE LEFT: Linda Stickler (left) presents Northwood graduate Jack Cook the Fern 
Kravetz Class Act award on June 2 in Highland Park. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Northwood graduate Marissa Mongoven delivers her opening remarks.

RIGHT: Northwood’s 2014 class on the auditorium stage at Highland Park High School.


