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northbrook planning and zoning 

Waterway continues to yield split opinions 
Dayna FielDs, editor 

While area residents 
continue to speak in strong 
opposition to the proposal 
of a Waterway gas station 
and car wash near Willow 
and Waukegan roads, com-
missioners remain split on 
whether or not the special-
permit use is appropriate for 
the C-5 intersection. 

It all came down to “dif-
fering opinions in apply-
ing the zoning standard,” 
said chairperson Marcia 
Franklin at the Tuesday, 
July 1, Northbrook Plan-
ning and Zoning meeting, 
which served as the second 
public hearing of the Water-
way proposal. 

While the subject proper-
ty is zoned for commercial 
use, half the commissioners 
(Scott Cyphers  was absent) 
felt the high-intensity use of 
a gas station would create 
too much of an “undue ad-
verse impact” on surround-
ing neighbors. 

The others, however, feel 
the proximity to Willow 

Festival and a Chase Bank 
to the north make the loca-
tion acceptable. 

About 11 residents spoke 
mostly of the potential for 
decreased property val-
ues, pollution, lighting 
disturbances and noise. 
One person, however, 
vouched for Waterway’s 
record of quality facilities 
as well as environmental  
consciousness. 

Developer Hamilton Part-
ners — the same developer 
that created Willow Festival 
— presented revised de-
signs that speak to the con-
cerns from the first hearing. 

First, they eliminated 
their request for setback 

variation and the load-
ing space variation. The 
new designs now call for a 
4-foot-tall decorative screen 
wall around the bend of the 
car wash entrance to the 
west as well as more land-
scaping and buffering to 
shield residents.

As for the proposed left-
turn lane for northbound 
drivers on Waukegan Road, 
the applicant presented 
studies that indicate traf-
fic would still function at 
a level B service. Further-
more, they stressed ap-
proval from the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation, 
which they say is no small  
feat. 

New designs, says the 
applicant, now call for 
lower light levels, and 
developers continued to 
insist that noise levels 
would not exceed present  
decibels. 

Despite the changes, 
Commissioners Steven 
Elisco, Jeremy Melnick, 
Bryan Schimel and Susan 
Elfant still had strong ob-
jections to the project. 

Elisco reminded com-
missioners that both the gas 
station and the car wash 
require two separate spe-
cial permits. 

“They need two levels of 
a higher degree of scrutiny,” 
he said. 

Much like the others, 
Elisco commended “the 
best design and landscape” 
plan he’s seen, “but it’s 
still not consistent with 
the location.” 

“These residents have a 
real, live concern,” he said. 

On the other hand, Com-
missioners Muriel Collison, 
Dan Pepoon and Norm Ja-
cobs were in support of the 
proposal, with Franklin say-
ing that she’s “on the fence." 

“[The subject property] 
is next to a commercial 
area, and it has always been 
next to a commercial area,” 
said Collison. 

Despite her support, Col-
lison also moved to shorten 
operation hours for the car 
wash from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(instead of 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.). 
However, she “absolutely” 

objected to the proposed 
left-turn lane on Wauke-
gan Road.

“If the left-turn lane was 
not in the plans, I would 
vote yes for it,” Colli-
son said. 

Pepoon and Jacobs 
echoed these comments. 

The commission will vote 
on the proposal at its July 
15 meeting, with the condi-
tion of shortened hours. 

Village green Center
Overall, commissioners 

were pleased with revisions 
to the plans for a three-story 
building at Village Green 
Shopping Center in down-
town Northbrook, present-
ed by Northbrook resident 
and property owner Sel-

Round it up
More actions taken by the commission on July 1:

• The commission approved the Timber’s Edge development (a 21-unit detached 

single-family home planned development) at 3895-3955 Dundee Road by a vote of 

7-1 (one member absent), with Commissioner Norm Jacobs the sole dissenting vote.

• The commission approved a Physical Sports Training Facility at 1885 Holste Road 

by a vote of 8-0 (one member absent).

• The commission held its third public hearing on amendments regarding medical 

cannabis dispensary facilities, where one member from the public spoke in favor of 

requiring special permits. The commission continued the public hearing to July 15.

Gov. candidate marches in nB parade
Danielle Perlin, staff Writer

During this year’s North-
brook Fourth of July pa-
rade, Republican guber-
natorial candidate Bruce 
Rauner — who is running 
against incumbent Governor 
Pat Quinn — walked down 
Cherry Lane alongside lo-
cal businesses and organiza-
tions, giving out stickers to 
families along the route. 

Rauner, who lives in Win-
netka, said his team walked 
in seven parades this Fourth 
of July.

“Northbrook is a won-
derful … big and important 

community,” Rauner said. 
“It’s a wonderful opportuni-
ty to shake a lot of hands and 
visit with a lot of voters.”

Rauner said he comes to 
Northbrook a lot, but this 
was special.

“This is all about celebrat-
ing the birth of our nation 
and celebrating what makes 
us the greatest nation in 
the history of the world: 
freedom and opportunity,” 
he said.

Rauner, who noted he 
would be watching the Win-
netka fireworks later that 
day, said he was  chatting 
with voters on "how we can 

restore the American dream 
here in Illinois. That’s the 
message we want to visit 
with the voters about.”

As far as Northbrook goes, 
the candidate said the village 
is facing the same difficul-
ties as others in Illinois.

"I'm running to accom-
plish four things: more and 
better-paying jobs, value 
for your tax dollars, better 
schools and term limits," 
Rauner said, adding Quinn 
and current leadership "has 
failed the people of North-
brook and the entire state on 
these issues."

Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Bruce Rauner 
greets people at the 
Northbrook Fourth of July 
parade. eVAn thoMAS/22nD 
CentUrY MeDIA
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