
Three-year-old Francesca Cora warms up
by the fire at the Winnetka Park District
Winter Carnival Saturday, Jan. 19.
photo:Rachel Wolfe/22nd Century Media.

Pierce Stealey, 3, goes fishin’ with father
Carl Stealey (left) and Maggie Ruey
(right), 3, watching at the Winnetka Winter
Carnival Saturday, Jan. 19.

Source: Winnetka Current
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Kids danced, played with Hula-hoops and stood in line for games at Winnetka's Winter
Carnival from 1-2:15 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 19.

The entertainer, Dave Rudolf, sang and amused families in the Hubbard Woods
shelter throughout the entirety of the carnival, too. S'mores, coffee and hot chocolate
were handed out right by the shelter as well.

More than 200 people attended the free event on Saturday, whereas only about 125
people came last year.

Winnetka Park District Recreation Supervisor Greg Sauber was in charge of the
event. He said the park district funds most of the carnival, but North Shore Community
Bank is also a sponsor.

Sauber also discussed the entertainment and games at the carnival.

Originally, ice skating troupe Ice-Semble was going to perform at the event, but the
weather didn't cooperate.

"I was hoping we could get some ice skating going. … Since our ice was a little iffy, we
had to get other entertainment," Sauber said.

Sauber added that he had a racing game in mind along with a couple other ideas, but
that fell through when he realized the temperature was going to be about 40 degrees.

Other activities included a snowman bean bag toss, a sucker tree, a treasure chest
hunt, a duck fishing pond and a spinning prize wheel.

There was also a craft table, but kids seemed to remain thoroughly entertained with
the variety of games at the Winter Carnival.

Sauber said that most of the games were new for this year, and he said the lines are
longer for the games; last year, more of the kids watched the magician inside the
Hubbard Woods shelter.

Winnetka resident Lisa Fogt attended the carnival for the first time on Saturday,
bringing along her 6-year-old Emily, who loved the snowman bean bag toss game, and
Fogt also brought her 1-year-old, Caleb.

"The weather's cooperating. … I think we wouldn't have come if it was cold," Fogt said.
"We didn't know what to expect; we just thought we'd come and check it out. … It's so
nice they do this for the community. I think it's a really nice event."

Winnetka resident Frank Kastelic said he missed the ice skating this year.

"It's nice it's not too cold, but it would've been nice to ice skate," said Kastelic, who
came to the carnival with his wife, Laura, and their daughters, 2-year-old Marissa,
6-year-old Chloe and 8-year-old Ella. "Hopefully, we'll be able to ice skate next year."

Kastelic, who also attended the carnival for the first time on Saturday, said his family
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Three-year-old Sarah VanDusen takes
advantage of warmer winter conditions
during this year’s Winter Carnival at
Hubbard Woods Park.

Kids enjoy a performance by musician
Dave Rudolf at Saturday’s Winter Carnival
in Winnetka.

enjoyed themselves at the event.

"We like the music and dancing inside [Hubbard Woods shelter]. That was a lot of fun,
with the bubbles and the Hula-hoops," Kastelic said. "The spinning wheel had really
good prizes."

Kastelic said he thinks the Winnetka Park District did a great job with the Winter
Carnival.

"I think it's wonderful to bring the families together," Kastelic said. "We're just happy to
be outside and enjoying the wonderful day."
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