
Alexis Kirchen, 3, (left) stands with her
grandmother, Pat Nisbenholz, who is the
early family engagement educator for the
JCC in Northbrook. photo:Dayna
Fields/22nd century media credit.

Joyce Holman, of Northbrook, and
Lawrence Levine, manager of family
programs, welcome guests at the "Bring
Passover to Life!" event hosted by the
Bernard Weinger JCC, 300 Revere Drive,
in Northbrook on March 17. photo:Photos
by Dayna Fields/22nd century media.

Jessica Naiman (center), of Chicago, sits
with her daughters Shira (left) and Sarah,
both 20 months old, while coloring paper
pyramids at the JCC in Northbrook. The
event was meant to teach the story of
Passover. photo:Photos by Dayna
Fields/22nd century media.
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Hands-on activities, pool time and music offered for young families

by Danielle Perlin

March 25, 2013

About 30 young families from around Chicagoland gathered inside the Bernard
Weinger JCC in Northbrook on March 17 to participate in the first pre-Passover
learning event called "Bring Passover to Life!"

Little kids built pyramids, had their faces painted and designed sandals and "coats of
many colors," among other activities. In addition, kids swam in the Nile River (the pool)
and made animals out of arts and crafts that were to be hung around the pool area.
Kids also decorated paper pyramid with markers and sang along to Passover-themed
songs with a live pianist.

Kids and parents alike learned to play Senet as well as Hounds and Jackals, which
are both Egyptian games that were played long ago in ancient Egypt, when the
Israelites lived there.

The JCC partnered with the company Mummies and Masterpieces to create this
event, which charged $25 per family.

"We're taking holidays and giving [them] a different twist," said Lawrence LeVine,
manager of family programs at JCC. "We're talking about all the different things in
Egypt. Typically, people are used to a model seder or learning about the plagues or
about Passover songs."

LeVine said the event was open to both religious and more secular families alike.

"We don't know if they have a Passover seder or not," LeVine said. "We want to
provide an experience that gives some educational pieces about Passover without
assuming anything."

Chicago resident Debra Goldberg came to the event with her husband, David, and
their children, 2-year-old Abigail and 6-month-old Meyer.

"[We're] teaching [Abigail] about Passover," Debra said. "This is one of the great ways
to show [Abigail] what it's about ... in a fun way."

Museum educator and director of Mummies and Masterpieces Lauren Perlman
discussed how important it was to her and to the JCC to incorporate various projects
since "kids need to learn things in different ways."

Mummies and Masterpieces, as described by Perlman, encompasses different styles
of learning for both adults and children, including visits to museums, art workshops
and other hands-on activities.

"It's crucial to have programs that enable all kinds of learners to feel success,
otherwise they fall through the cracks," Perlman said. "The mesh between Mummies
and Masterpieces and the JCC is so wonderful because they really get it. They
understand that kids need to learn things in different ways."

Perlman explained that she, along with the JCC staff, spent time working on each
station for this event.
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"[We tried] to figure out what would be the most appropriate hands-on activities for the different age groups and for the different
levels," said Perlman. "We really wanted the children to get a sense of what [it was] like in ancient Egypt ... when the Israelites
were in Egypt, this is what was going on around them. That was the whole purpose of this program.

"Another beautiful thing about the JCC [is that] it's really pluralistic. It's a place for us all to come together."

JCC family engagement educator Pat Nisenholz said she thought that having these activities would be a different, "experiential"
way for families to approach Passover.

"I thought that ... the activities that [families] would bring back would be able to grace their [tables]," Nisenholz said. "We are
commanded to tell the stories as if you yourself had just come out of Egypt. And I think if they got a taste of that, and they
remember to bring that back to the seder table — where we retell [the story of Passover] — then I think the program [was] a
success."
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