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Winnetka School News

NT mulls new courses, potential student expenses

October 16, 2012 | 01:38 PM

Among the various items on the Oct. 15 New Trier District 203 Board of Education meeting agenda,
special orders of business sparked heavy conversation.

New course proposals, class size report and the benchmark consortium report proved to be hot topics of
the evening. The cost of optional activities, such as music and athletics, also ignited debate within the
board.

Assistant Superintendent Paul Sally discussed two possible new courses for the regular school year and
three for summer school as well as three major revisions to regular courses. Course proposals were meant
to only be presented and discussed, as action took place.

Sally said he "felt positive about this opportunity" to add a new gourmet class within applied arts, upping
the total culinary classes to three.

Sally spoke of dancers needing to take kinetic wellness, and therefore, an early-bird class was proposed.

One potential new summer school class is sports in American history. It's "about cultural change [and]
society," said Sally.

Two travel opportunities will be offered next summer, pending their approval.

The Canyonlands ecology and wilderness experience is modeled after the Rocky Mountain ecology and
wilderness experience course taught by science teacher David Goodspeed and his wife, U.S. history
teacher Elizabeth Plank.

Goodspeed spoke to the board about his experiences on the trip throughout the past four years.

"The minibus ride turns out to be a big part of the learning experience," he said.

The second travel opportunity will be a service trip to India, estimated at $5,500. Past international trips to
China, Japan and other destinations have taken place, yet those were closer to $3,000, according to the
district.

Board Member Carol Ducommun demonstrated concern about the overall expense. She mentioned that
New Trier, as a whole, is "all about equality" and, "This seems to be counter to that goal."

The discussion went on to include scholarship options, the price tag of international trips rising and
possibly including more local service trips in future years.

Northfield campus Principal Paul Waechtler noted that India was partially chosen as a summer school trip
in order to connect to the curriculum.

Succeeding the India summer trip discussion, Superintendent Linda Yonke gave an overview of the class
size,

Yonke said class size has reverted back near 2010-11 levels after only 30-32 more students than expected
arrived this year.

The board discussed the smaller range being 15 or 16 people, though the data views 16 as the maximum
number of students per small class.

The board also mentioned that they would like all Level 2 and Level 2E (enriched) sections to have no
more than 20 students per class.
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Pay-to-play workshop to be held

More student and family expense conversation arose when Board Member John Myefski brought up a
finance committee question regarding the cost of extracurricular activities. This comment led to a lengthy
discussion of Yonke's question: "What's the role of the finance committee, and when does [an item of
importance] come to the board?"

Both Ducommun and Myefski, as well as the other board members, held strong opinions on varying
philosophical options. Ducommun would like the finance committee to offer all possible options instead of
simply presenting a recommendation.

Board President Alan Dolinko spoke on the issue of whether or not athletes, musicians and students
participating in other activities should pay extra.

He "[wants] to ensure fees [are] consistent and fair to the greatest degree possible."

The board decided to hold a workshop with all designated departments that cater to extracurricular
activities; it will be a staff research item on next month's agenda.
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