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Local vendors o!er Mother's Day gi"s at annual Spring Boutique

DANIELLE PERLIN, Staff Writer

Twelve-year-old Mia 
Subade surprised her mom, 
May Subade, by buying her 
a pair of turquoise earrings 
for both Mother’s Day and 
her birthday.

The earrings came from 
Leather and Stone Creations, 
owned by Glenview resident 
Terese Conklin. The jewelry 
designer was one of about 10 
vendors at the Youth Services 
of Glenview/Northbrook’s 
Spring Boutique and Zum-
ba Class held on Saturday, 
May 3.

“That’s why we chose 
this weekend [for the Spring 
Boutique], because it’s the 
weekend before Mother’s 
Day,” said Karen Paszkie-
wicz, special events coordi-
nator at Youth Services.

Paszkiewicz said she her-
self bought a necklace as 
a Mother's Day gift from 
Sabrina Briggs Design, an-
other vendor at the annual 
Spring Boutique.

Vendors donated 20 per-
cent of their sales back to 
Youth Services, which “be-
lieves that every child should 
grow up healthy, happy and 
hopeful,” according to its 
website. In total, the Spring 
Boutique and Zumba event 
was expected to raise be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000 for 
Youth Services.

This was the first year 

that staff of Youth Services 
ran the event as opposed to 
past years, when Friends 
of Youth Services put the 
event together.

Glenview resident Cathe 
Russe said she has been to 
the Spring Boutique mul-
tiple times and loves the op-
portunity for some Mother's 
Day shopping.

“Youth Services [is] such 
a great organization. They 
do so much for our commu-
nity, so I always find a way to 
give back in any way I can,” 
Russe said. “[This event] al-
ways has good vendors, and 
they’re people who know the 
community really well, so I 
feel like it’s the community 
investing in the community.”

Administrative assistant at 
Youth Services Laura Welch 
bought a “couple of little 
Mother’s Day gifts" for her 
mother-in-law.

“I just got jewelry, and I 
got kind of a fun little tote … 
I bought a little bit of every-
thing from just about every-
body,” Welch said.

Northbrook resident and 
Glenbrook North student 
Dani Shavitz volunteers with 
Youth Services, along with 
her mom, Joei Shavitz. Be-

cause Dani was stage man-
aging “Legally Blonde: The 
Musical” at Glenbrook North 
High School, her aunt An-
nette Kornell, cousin Maggi 
Kornell and grandmother 
Wilma Kraak came from 
Wisconsin to see the show. 
Then the three generations 
of women were “looking for 
something to do” on May 
3, so they popped into the 
Spring Boutique.

For Mother’s Day, the fam-
ily usually buys plants for 
Wilma. But this year, they 
bought a board game since 
they “usually get together, eat 
and play games” on Mother’s 
Day, said Joei.

Joei also mentioned that 
there were “pretty pieces of 
jewelry” sold at the event, 
and it was a “nice mother-
daughter-daughter-outing.” 
Dani and her grandmother 
both laughed as they said they 
both “have expensive taste.” 

Necessities, a jewelry store 
in Glenview, was another 
vendor and offered a wide se-
lection of fashion and custom 
jewelry and clothing.

“In this business, every day 
is Mother’s Day … because 

[I sell] things that are geared 
for women,” said Penny 
Meisel, owner. “I have had 
people looking for Mother’s 
Day gifts and for gifts for 
themselves [at the event].”

Glenview resident Jean 
Buchband, who had been to 
previous Spring Boutique 
events, said Meisel “always 
has a good combination of 
unique jewelry and clothes.”

Buchband came to the 
Spring Boutique to look for 
“something for [her] mother-
in-law for Mother’s Day.”

“I’ve always had really 
great success here. They’re 
always very unique gifts,” 

Buchband said. “[I bought] a 
great pair of earrings that my 
mother-in-law just loves, and 
she wears and raves about 
[them] … she’s worn [them] 
so many times.”

Buchband added that she 
was looking to buy a ring that 
matched those earrings.

“I’ve also bought really 
nice [gifts] for my sister-in-
law,” Buchband said. “[This 
is] for, obviously, a good 
cause. That always makes it a 
much easier purchase. I love 
Youth Services and what they 
do for the community, so I’m 
always here for any one of 
their events."

Liz Becker (left) and Betsy Allen, both of Glenview, shop for 
jewelry at the Youth Services' Spring Boutique.

Debra Sundblad, clinical 
director of YSGN, kisses her 
great-niece, Kamdyn Bittle.

Danel Spisak shops at Megan Bittle!s "Little Bitty!s Bows" booth with her children, Calvin, 
2, and Veronica, 1, at the annual Spring Boutique on Saturday, May 3. PHOTOS BY SHARON 
WHITEHEAD/22ND CENTURY MEDIA


