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About 100 Glenbrook United high school students and their friends smiled and twirled around as they did the "Hokey Pokey" and
danced to pop songs on Feb. 2.

The kids, who were all dressed up, came to the first Special Olympics Gala and Dance Party, sponsored by Knights of Columbus,
held in Glenview Park Center.

Glenbrook United Special Olympics is a team of both Glenbrook North and Glenbrook South high school students.

"I have two kids that are in Special Olympics," said Rick Nash, Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll chairman. "One is out of high
school, [and] one is a senior in high school. They both have Down syndrome. They're both in Special Olympics."

Nash went on to explain what the Knights of Columbus does for children with special needs.

"[Its] purpose was to support widows and orphans. One of the things [the organization] got involved in was helping to start Special
Olympics ... the Knights of Columbus is the major funding source in the U.S. for the Special Olympics," Nash said.

Every year, in the third weekend of September, The Knights of Columbus has a Tootsie Roll fundraiser; last year, they raised about
$12,000.

"Every penny raised is donated to organizations, which assist and support adults and children with developmental disabilities, and
especially organizations affiliated with Special Olympics," Nash said.

Glenbrook United received $2,000, and the Glenview Police Department was given $500 to donate toward Special Olympics
Illinois; these were only two of seven organizations to receive a Tootsie Roll Award. This organization, according to President Dave
Breen, provides training and competition in 19 different sports to more than 21,300 athletes with intellectual disabilities.

Officer John Good of the Glenview Police Department said he has been raising money for Special Olympics Illinois for about 14
years.

Good, along with police officers from other suburbs, such as Niles, Park Ridge and Deerfield, participate in one of the legs of the
Illinois Law Enforcement Special Olympics Torch Run annually. This run raised $2.89 million of the $10 million total raised for
Special Olympics Illinois last year.

"No one in my family [has] any kind of disability," Good said. "Once I experienced [helping Special Olympics Illinois], I fell in love
with it ... you want other people to help out too. I just love doing it, only because I see such positive rewards."

Officer Good was off-duty and came to the gala to accept the check from Knights of Columbus.

Nash explained how he came up with the idea of having a gala. Instead of having a dinner for the representatives of each
organization which received a "Tootsie Roll check," Nash wanted to have a party for the kids while also recognizing the
organizations. Nash said that a lot of the Special Olympics kids raised money during the Tootsie Roll weekend.

"We as parents eventually are amazed by what our kids are able to do," Nash said. "We want them treated like anybody else ...
loved and respected for who they are."

Nash added that this is only Glenbrook United's third year in existence. Pa'al Joshi founded Glenbrook United three years ago and
is now the head coach of the program; Joshi and his wife decided to "put some money into the program" during its second year.
Joshi also said the head of special education for the district, Jennifer Pearson, helped in creating the program.

Joshi has more than 20 years of experience in education, particularly special education.
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"As much as I think the kids learn from us, I'm always learning from them," Joshi said.

About 30 high school kids are on the basketball, volleyball and soccer teams, along with track & field. The girls basketball team and
the two boys basketball teams are competing in the state championship once again this year.

"I'm just glad to see how excited they are. The success we've had as team has been icing on the cake; I didn't expect that," Joshi
said. "Again this year, [the] third straight year, we've got three teams going down to state."

Joshi added that he was notified about the gala in December.

"This is a great turnout for our first year," Joshi said. "The kids have proms at their school and all this other stuff. It's nice when you
have something special for them and whoever they want to bring."
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