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Bessie Leung (left) with daughter Natalie,
6, of Buffalo Grove, watch as their fish
gets measured at the Kids Fishing Derby
at Shermerville Lake in Northbrook on
Saturday, May 18. photo:Photos by
Sharon Whitehead/22nd Century Media.

Northbrook residents (left to right) Rohan
Mitra, 8, Thomas Bond, 8 (back row,
center) and Jason Bond, 7, pet a fish
held by Vineet Mitra, 3
(foreground).photo:Photos by Sharon
Whitehead/22nd Century Media.
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Fishing Derby reels in kids, families

by Danielle Perlin, Staff Writer

May 22, 2013

Twelve-year-old Jeremy Myers, who attends Wood Oaks Junior High School,
started fishing when he was only 4 years old. 

After participating in the free Kids' Fishing Derby event for the past three years,
sponsored by the Northbrook Park District, Myers decided to be a volunteer at
this year's event, which took place on Saturday, May 18, at Lake Shermerville,
located within Wood Oaks Green Park. 

The Fishing Derby has taken place annually for more than seven years. This
year, about 200 kids came to fish in the sunny, 75-degree weather. Three
prizes were awarded to each age group: the most caught fish, the largest fish
and the smallest fish. 

Myers volunteered at the weigh-in station, where he took fish off hooks and
measured the length of each fish. Shermerville Lake has a catch and release
policy. So when releasing the smallest fish back into the water — recorded at 4
¼ inches — Myers exclaimed, "I want to put this in my fish tank. It's so tiny!"

As a participant in the past, Myers said, "the most fun thing for me was to get a
chance to catch fish and go fishing." He won the prize for the most fish caught
in his age group last year. This year, he said he wanted to volunteer because
he thought "it could be a cool experience, and [he] really likes to take fish off
hooks."

"[Fishing] is relaxing for me, and I think it's a really cool sport," Myers said. 

Northbrook residents Jennifer Handzel and Tony Handzel brought their 2-year-
old daughter, Julianna, to fish at the derby. They only moved to Northbrook one
week ago; Jennifer Handzel found out about the Fishing Derby by looking
through a book of park district events. 

"I grew up fishing, so I wanted to experience [the sport] with my daughter for the
first time," said Tony Handzel.

Many of the families at the event used one of the 150 fishing poles donated by
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources; the park district also provided
around 300 night crawlers to use for bait.

About 10 volunteers helped at the event by putting the bait on fishing hooks
along with stringing and fixing rods. John Sundquist has volunteered for the
Fishing Derby event for over 20 years, including his time with the fishing clinic,
which took place years ago. Sundquist has volunteered on behalf of Izaak
Walton, a national conservation league, and buys the nine fishing rod prizes
annually. 

"There's catfish in there, some bass, some perch … [the IDNR] stocks [Lake
Shermerville with bluegills] over by that bridge," Sundquist explained. 

He went on to explain that the IDNR puts a net in the water a week before the
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Michael Weingardt, 12, of Northbrook,
holds up a fish he caught at the Kids
Fishing Derby. photo:Photos by Sharon
Whitehead/22nd Century Media.

photo:Photos by Sharon Whitehead/22nd
Century Media.

tournament so the fish can't get out. After the event is over, the IDNR opens it
up again. 

The IDNR also approved a permit last fall, so no fishing licenses were required
for the event, according to George Baumgardt, leisure services supervisor, who
was in charge of the event for the first time this year.

"Special events are great," Baumgardt said. "I work in athletics. It's always nice
to provide an alternative recreation activity that kids can do."

Baumgardt added that he is not a fisherman, since he has not fished since he
was 6 or 7 years old.

"It's been educational for me, personally," he said.

Northbrook resident Dan Margulies came to fish his kindergartner, Alex
Margulies, and his second-grader Natalie Margulies. 

"It's a nice community event. We just ran into [our friends] here," Margulies said.
"Kids don't necessarily want to do these things, but once you get them here,
they have a great time. 

"I think last year they were skeptical, but they remember how much fun they
had, so they wanted to come back."


