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Northbrook resident and author Ed Graham presents books with different kinds of heros

by Danielle Perlin

February 24, 2013

With Fred Astaire playing in the background, Northbrook resident Ed Graham
showcases some of his best, most memorable Sports Illustrated moments in photos,
which are all framed on a round, brown table.

In one photo, Mickey Mantle grins while feeling Graham's bicep muscle during the time
Graham took a road trip with the baseball star. In another, Willie Mays watches
Graham run across the bases on the field. And a third photo shows Ernie Banks
reading Graham's daughter a bedtime story.

From the East coast to the West coast, 84-year-old Graham was successful in his
career with writing, directing and producing.

In addition, he was a part of a major change in television commercial ads during the
late '50s by giving them a sense of humor. His collection includes a newspaper
clipping of a 1957 article titled, "Revolution in TV Commercials," explaining his creation
of two fictional cartoon characters — Bert and Harry — who promoted beer
humorously.

To top off his successful career, Graham has recently returned from retirement to write
two e-books, both of which have main characters who have Asperger's syndrome.

"Somebody Hears Me!" is for pre-teens, and "The Incredible Henry Hof" is for
teenagers. The latter book is loosely based on a lifelong friend of Graham's named
Henry Hof.

Graham, who was 20, and Hof, who was 12, met at a tennis club and became instant
friends. Hof was a super athlete and worked for the United Nations before he became
paralyzed about 10 years ago.

Two years ago, Graham read a book called "Born on a Blue Day," by Daniel Tammet.
Graham was inspired by Tammet, who has Savant syndrome, a rare form of
Asperger's syndrome. Graham compared Tammet to Dustin Hoffman in "The Rain
Man."

About three people call Graham each week to talk about his books. Usually, it is a
parent or a grandparent of someone with Asperger's. For example, Graham said a
grandfather recently called him, saying his grandson memorized the New York subway
system when he was 8 years old.

Graham had a previous interest in Asperger's syndrome, mainly because he was
interested in finding out more about those who happen to excel in a particular skill.

Earlier in 2012, Graham's step-grandson, Zan Barnett, read some of Graham's Sports
Illustrated articles online through the archive; Zan commented that Graham had
excellent writing.

"[Zan] said, 'I would love to do a book. It would help me in school … and I would
illustrate your book,'" Graham said. "And I liked working with him. I said, let's do
something that might be a little bit more from the heart. At that point, we started
working on stories where the heroes of the stories happen to have had Asperger's."
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Graham said the books take place in Sioux Falls, S.D., because South Dakota has the
lowest-paying average teacher's salary in the U.S. at $39,850. Special education
teachers make an average of $39,082 annually.

Graham noted that Zan's request was the main reason why he decided to come out of
retirement.

"I liked writing again … when I was in the TV business, people would steal your ideas.
Who cares now? There's nothing to steal," Graham said.

Graham wanted people to be able to purchase the books for a low price. The e-books
are $2.99 each and are available through Amazon.com, the Apple Store and other
online stores.

Graham has written most of the dynamic duo's third book, "Brianna Briggs," which is
about a girl who excels in music. Zan and Graham are striving to make a CD for the
book in order to publish it in print.

"It's possible that after 'Brianna Briggs,' we might do a [book] for adults," Graham said.
"As long as it's rewarding, and from the stories I'm hearing from different people, I have a feeling I'm not going to run out of ideas."
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