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Since 1965, Dennis Byrne has written for Chicago newspapers — the Chicago Daily
News, The Sun Times and The Chicago Tribune —but this is the first time he has ever
written a book.

"I had been thinking about writing a book for a long time," said Northbrook resident
Byrne, 70. "Actually, back to when I was in the Navy [from 1967 through 1970], [I
thought], 'Gee, I have a lot of stories to tell.'"

On Dec. 13, more than 45 people gathered in the Pollack room at the Northbrook
Public Library to hear Byrne give a half-hour talk on the War of 1812. Byrne answered
a few questions about the book as well, and then he signed copies of his book,
"Madness: The War of 1812."

Diane McCormick and her husband, Dennis McCormick, came to listen to Byrne's
presentation because Diane McCormick had three relatives that were in the War of
1812, including her great, great-grandfathers, both maternal and paternal.

"I didn't know [the War of 1812] lasted for [more than] two years," said Diane
McCormick. "[Dennis Byrne's] own personal interpretation of the people and how
things were … that was really interesting."

The War of 1812 was a military conflict between the United States, Britain and
Canada, which lasted for 32 months. The U.S. declared this war for several reasons,
including British attempts to restrict U.S. trade and the yearning for the U.S. to expand
its territory.

The Treaty of Ghent, signed by the U.S. and Britain on Dec. 24, 1814, was a peace
treaty that ended the War of 1812.

Byrne's wife, Barbara Byrne, said she has been giving him moral support throughout
the past six years, which is how long it took for Dennis Byrne to complete and publish
his book.

"I wasn't really that excited about it, because it takes a long time, takes lot of money,
but it's really the perseverance," said Barbara Byrne. "I'm so amazed at what he was
able to do to keep at it, and you know you have nobody standing over your shoulder ...
I'm very proud of him."

Dennis Byrne talked about how he came up with this particular book idea as well as
why he decided to pursue this path.

"I'm not retired. I'm still doing work, but I had more time," said Byrne. "I like historical
fiction … about wars. I thought, 'Well let's see, where's a war people don't really know
— Mexican-American War. And then I said to myself, 'Well, the bicentennial of the War
of 1812 is coming up, [which is] even less known than the Mexican-American War.'
And I learned a lot; it's fascinating. It's just great, fun research."

When asked if this was his first book, Dennis Byrne replied, "Yes it is, fool that I am."

"I didn't realize when I started how much work it was going to be to do it, and then to find a publisher and then to market it. It's like
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I've started a whole new career," said Byrne, noting the book went through eight or 10 generations. "It was fun doing it."

Byrne said his novel started with 140,000 words.

"By the time the publisher and I finished, [the book] was more like 90,000 [words]," said Byrne. "The reason is, they didn't think it
would be economical to have a long book, but you know, there [were] scenes I hated to get rid of, and I was warned about that …
It's like ripping your heart out."

Besides writing his book, he started his ChicagoNow blog, The Barbershop: Dennis Byrne, Proprietor
(www.chicagonow.com/dennis-byrnes-barbershop), about three years ago. He also has an op-ed column in the Chicago Tribune
every Tuesday.

Byrne described how reporting and writing for newspapers is different from writing a

novel.

"It's a whole different kind of writing. Intellectually, I realized, but I did not really come to the idea of how different it was going to be,"
Byrne said. "In a way, I liked it better, because while the book is true to all the [historical] events, everything in the book is an event
that took place during the war… I could use my fictional characters to move around and to create feelings and atmospheres and
just add color to [the book] without having to be calling somebody up and asking for [information], like reporting a story."

Byrne is contemplating whether or not he will write a sequel; he also has a few other book ideas he may pursue.
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