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Cub Scout Mobile Races celebrate fun, family time
Danielle Perlin, Staff Writer

Toward the beginning of 
the third annual Cub Scout 
Mobile Races on May 4, 
8-year-old Graham Kauff-
man of Winnetka Cub Scout 
Pack 18 crashed mobile cars 
with another driver, who 
then crashed into one of 
the 110 haybills lining the 
hill, but he eventually went 
straight. 

“The straighter you go, the 
faster you go,” Kauffman 
explained. “It’s very excit-
ing, racing.”

Held on the corner of Oak 
and Maple streets in Win-
netka, the Cub Scout Mo-
bile Races was sponsored by 
Pack 18, and Winnetka Cub 
Scout Pack 20 was invited to 
join. About 100 scouts raced 
in the event. Each den, made 
up of about 10 to 15 scouts, 
built their own car as a group, 
but dads helped to make the 
process go smoothly.

Assistant Cubmaster for 
Pack 18 Warren James ex-
plained that they also stan-
dardized the wheels “so that 
everybody had a fighting 
chance.”

“As long as you meet the 
overall length and width re-
quirements and the wheel 
specifications, you can take 
some liberties with the other 
details,” James explained, 
also mentioning that they 
planned to fit in as many 
races as they could within a 

two-hour time frame. “[The 
scouts] learn woodworking 
skills, and they learn a little 
engineering, and obviously 
the pride of actually con-
structing something that is 
useful and fun to participate 
in.”

James also commented 
that some boys don’t get a 
chance to work as a team if 
they’re “not the all-star ath-
lete.”

“There [are] some great 
life skills we try to teach 
here,” James said. “[Scouts] 
is really about character de-
velopment. We have a vari-
ety of activities that allow 
parents to participate. ... I’ve 
had a great time working 
with the boys.”

Cubmaster of Pack 18 Ron 
Gilley agreed with James 
about engaging with his son 
in Cub Scouts.

“[This] is the first year 
we’re trying to turn it into 
a community event,” Gilley 
said. “Scouting in general 
is the only activity that my 
son does that I can do with 
him. I can’t go on the base-
ball field; I can’t go on the 
hockey rink, [and] I can’t go 
on the basketball court … 
this is one of seven major 
events [we have], [and] this 
is one thing you can actually 
do with your child.”

Warren James explained 
that sometimes, “the boys 
don’t quite get the hang of 

the steering right away.”
“It’s tricky,” James said. 

“You hold on to the rope 
with your hands, and then 
you steer with your feet.”

Eleven-year-old Kyle 
James, Warren James’ son, 
said he has hit the haystacks 
before, “and it’s not fun.”

“I really like ... when 
you’re racing down [the 
hill], because you go re-
ally, really fast,” Kyle James 
said. “[This event] is special 
because you only get to do 
it once a year, just like holi-
days.”

Kyle James and his friend, 
10-year-old Henry Russell 
of Pack 18, had a surprise for 
their den’s car, which they 
also made last year.

“My favorite part [of 
making the car is] painting, 
because it really comes to-
gether at the end, and it re-
ally looks cool because of all 
the different colors,” Kyle 
James said. 

Eight-year-old Ian Perry, 
of Pack 20, thought it was 
fun racing, “because you get 
to go down a hill with your 
friends.” 

“It was scary, because it 
was my first time, but I think 
the haybills are a little more 
comforting, and the seat-
belts,” Perry said. “I didn’t 
go too fast, but a lot of peo-
ple [said] it went faster last 
year, so I’m sort of glad that 
it wasn’t faster.” 

Griffin McDill, 7, races down the hill to the finish line Cub Scout Mobile Races on May 4 in 
Winnetka. PhOTOS BY SharOn whiTeheaD/22nD CenTurY MeDia

LEFT: Supporters Emma Wendt (left), 10, and Amy Beanblossom, 9, hand out and wave 
flags at the race.

RIGHT: Cub Scouts Cole Warner (left), 9, and Jack Frohling, 9, race. 
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