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Junji Hashimoto, aka Hassy (left), and his wife, 
Chihiro Hashimoto, aka Mojambo (right), of  

Japan, play with Michelle Bremer, aka Mimi the Clown, 
at the World Clown Association's annual convention 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Northbrook on Saturday, 

March 29. DAYNA FIELDS/22ND CENTURY MEDIA
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Renowned clowns from across the world gather in Northbrook 
DANIELLE PERLIN, Staff Writer

For the past 23 years, Rone 
and Gigi  — two well-known 
clowns from Tokyo — have 
performed as an act together 
as “Big Ears.” 

The two own and operate 
Clown Camp KISO in Japan, 
and they also help Tsunami 
victims put on a happy face 
on a regular basis. 

Rone and Gigi were just 
two of the 229 clowns who 
attended the 31st annual 
World Clown Association 
Convention, which was held 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Northbrook from March 25 
through Saturday, March 29. 

Clowns from 10 different 
countries gathered to teach 
and take classes, including 
balloon-making, face-paint-
ing, costuming and charac-
ter development, as well as 
to judge and compete in skit 
competitions. In all, over 40 
hours of continuing educa-
tion was offered. 

“People seem to think if 
you put on a rubber nose and 
floppy shoes, you’re a clown, 
and that’s not true … you 
need training, no matter what 
you do,” said Bill Neil, vice 
president of the WCA, not-
ing that the convention also 
serves as the association’s an-
nual meeting. “Some clowns 
do [this] full time, and some 
don’t get paid at all … [like] 
people who go to veteran’s 
hospitals.”

Randall Munson, of Roch-
ester, Minn., is a clown, ma-
gician and ventriloquist. He 
has also published 11 books 
and is a professional speaker, 
giving keynote presentations 
around the world. He said 
the highlight of his career 
so far was performing at the 
White House.

Munson, whose lifelong 
ambition was to be a clown, 
came to the convention this 
year because of Northbrook's 
close proximity to home. 

He drove to Northbrook and 
brought along all his props 
needed for the lectures that 
he taught.

“Hearing other people and 
seeing other people work trig-
gers ideas that you may be 
able to apply in what you’re 
doing and get better at it,” 
Munson said. “I learned from 
Barry Lubin a renewed ap-
preciation for working slowly 
with an audience one on one.”  

Featured clown performer 
Barry Lubin — known by his 
stage name, “Grandma” — 
taught several classes at the 
convention, including come-
dy movement as well as writ-
ing and mentoring and "The 
Art of Teaching the Art." Lu-
bin was part of the Big Apple 
Circus in New York City for 
more than 25 years. He be-
gan his career by traveling 
with “The Greatest Show on 
Earth” for five years with the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Circus. In addition, 
Lubin was inducted into the 
International Clown Hall of 

Fame in 2002. 
The convention’s theme 

this year was Chicago televi-
sion, radio and movies. The 
dealer’s room included 18 
vendors, which sold over-
grown shoes, brightly col-
ored hats, custom-made but-
tons, magic tricks, balloons 
and more. There was also 
an opportunity for clowns 
to purchase professional 
photographs of themselves 
or friends. 

“A lot of people, because 
of where they live, don’t 
have that stuff available to 
them … this is like Toys 'R' 
Us for clowns,” said Kiwi 
the Clown, of Des Plaines, 
who was also a police officer 
for 40 years. “I really think 
clowning made me a better 
police officer. I was the first 
'Officer Friendly' in town. 

"A lot of people do [clown-
ing] just for the love of mak-
ing people feel better. I’ve al-
ways said if we can take your 
troubles away for five min-
utes, we’ve done our job.”

Rone and Gigi agreed, 
noting that the Japanese cul-
ture is more serious than 
American culture, and a 
lot of people do not even 
know what a clown is in  
Japan. 

“We want to make people 
laugh,” Rone said.  

Rone and Gigi said their 
favorite part of the con-
vention was having a “re-
union” with friends. Neil  
agreed.  

“We’re a family. You’ll 
see more hugging and kiss-
ing here than you will at any 
place," he said.

Wearing a bright blue-and-
yellow suit jacket along with 
polka-dot shorts, Adran Re-
vindren, known as Jelly the 
Clown, taught balloon class-
es at the convention. He runs 
an entertainment company 
in Malaysia, which incorpo-
rates clowning, ballooning, 
magic. He said, at the con-
vention, everyone will find 
something new to bring back  
home. 

“[In Malasyia] we do all 
sorts of functions, not only 
birthdays, [but we also go 
to] churches, hospitals," said 

Jelly, who lives in Kuala 
Lumpur. "Where they need 
the colors, happiness, we’ll 
be there." 

ABOVE: Beth 
Kreke (center), 
aka Cricket, of 
Indiana, sits in 
on an auction 
at the WCA 
convention 
with her fellow 
clowns. 

LEFT: Sam 
Tee, aka Uncle 
Button, of 
Malaysia, 
creates 
customs 
buttons at 
the WCA 
dealer's show 
in Northbrook 
on Saturday, 
March 29.

Junji Hashimoto (left), Chihiro Hashimoto (center), both of Japan, and Michelle Bremer, of 
Korea, search through photographs at the World Clown Association annual convention at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Northbrook. PHOTOS BY DAYNA FIELDS/22ND CENTURY MEDIA


